Galileo Hill Haiku
Several of us hit the road during September 1995 in search of birds. With me were the usual suspects: Rob Hewitt, John Hunter, Steve Rovell, John Sterling and Bud Widdowson. While in Santa Cruz we called the rare bird tape and learned of the discovery of an Ovenbird, Northern and Louisiana Waterthrush at Galileo Hill, a storied oasis in the southern California desert. Our spirits were high and the occasion momentous—for it was the first time that all three members of the genus Seiurus had simultaneously occurred in California. At Galileo Hill there was also a Red-naped Sapsucker, a Mourning Warbler and ... well, that’s why we headed there: to find out. 

Personally, I enjoy the 5/7/5 syllable structure and ambiance of traditional haiku. But sometimes, there’s just too much story to tell...
On the road outside of Santa Cruz

we call the rare bird tape

Dunn’s found an Ovenbird, Northern

 and Louisiana Waterthrush at Galileo Hill 

heads nod in assent 

 we drive on through the night

laying down just before first light 

Crusty-eyed, we arrive

One—no, two—waterthrushes 

forage along the stream

Mourning Warbler in brushy edge 

the temperature warms rapidly

we’d just worked the area 

yet from behind us we hear Hunter shout 

Golden-winged Warbler!

We search to no avail

Matt shouts and we run

that red-eyed vireo’s got a lot of yellow

just another first county record

it’s been that kind of morning 

clad in shorts and t-shirts

green grass squishes beneath our sandaled feet

level lawns prove a tonic for mountain 

and brushfield-weary legs

But alas, still no Golden Winged!

Don’t push the river

adjourn to town for lunch

we relocate the warbler 

immediately upon our return 

                                                        Time to go 

                                                             the Ovenbird was last sighted

                                                                hopping down the staircase

                                                                   toward the pool
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